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Editor's Notes 
by Cory Johnson 

Apathy: feeling or showing no emotion, interest, lack 
of motivation, etc.; indifference. 

I think that a definition of apathy is an appropriate 
way to start out this column. Apathy is running rampant 
through the club, and the effects are now showing. The 
newsletter seldom has any original material, the Disk of the 
Month is relying on downloads from BBS's, and asking for 
volunteer^ for any task., within the club is a fruitless 
effort. I can’t give an explanation as to why this is 
happening, but I can tell you, that for TAI6 to survive it 
has to stop. 

At this point, TAIG's survival is in question, and the 
reason is because of the apathy that the general members are 
showing. For some reason, many are under the misconception 
cf "I paid my $15, now provide for me!" Sorry to break the 
news to you folks, but it doesn't, and can't work that way. 
What the group needs is a commitment from each and every 
member. That commitment doesn't have to be lengthy, it can 
be as small as reviewing 1 program a year in the newsletter, 
or wrighting a program for the disk of the month. The 
commitment can become larger, writing a monthly column for 
the newsletter, or storing club equipment from month to 
month. Finally, there are the largest, but most satisfying 
commitments of all, that is being an officer, or other 
volunteer for the club. Many hours of work go into putting 


a newsletter or disk together, or planning for a meeting, 
but when the finnished product is there, the time commitment 
is worth it. 

The time for the commitment is now, with elections 
approaching. It can not be put off until later. I can 
guarntee that if we keep running the way we are, TAI6 will 
not exist by next May. 


Article submission 

Articles should be submitted in standard text files 
(Atari Writer, Hometext, Speedscript) or in Letter Perfect 
format. 

If you don't own a wordprocessor, you can enter an 
article into BASIC using REM statments. Or, send legibly 
written or typed text (make any schematics legible also, we 
can't reprint what we can't read) to 
Cory Johnson 1835 Shadyview Circle, Plymouth, MN. 55447 
Dave Stengel 3230 Shadyview Lane, Plymouth, MN. 55447 
Articles may also be dropped off at 
Wizard's Work 18th and 36th, New Hope, MN. 

If you wish, you can also upload your article to the 
BBS. Leave a message to the sysop stating that the upload 
was an article. The BBS number is 473-2897 

DEADLINE 

Deadline for submission is the 10th of the month. Any 
articles recived after the 10th will be held until the next 
newsletter. 


Help/ 
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I think we all should give Dave Stengel a large, warm 
Thank You! for his original artwork that is within this 
newsletter. 


(Tub mi t on article tW\S nrvDfrtV)) 



ATARIWRITER PLUS PROBLEM 
Fro® the Atari Base BBS 


Atari's best selling title in recent months has been 
AtariWri ter Plus for the 8 bit line. In the haste to 
produce enough to keep up with demand, a glitch occured in 
the productuion line for diskettes. Consequentally, a small 
number of dictionary disks went out with a garbled area in 
the portion of the alphabet between "bloomers" and 
"bubbles". 

If a user discovers a problem with their dictionary 
disk, we have set up a painless procedure. Simply send a 
postcard to Atari telling us you have one of the unlucky 
disks and we will send a new one. You don't even have to 
return the original— we want to have no down time on this 
one. 

Write to: Atari Coustomer Relations, 1196 Borregas 
Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086, Attn: AtariWriter Plus 
Dictionary. 

Remeber, there were only a few disks with this problem, 
no cause fo alarm. We caught the problem before many went 
out. 


TAI6 Meeting Notes April 27, 1986 

The meeting was called to order by TAI6 President Dick 
Johnson at 7:15 p.m, 

Dick listed the demos that would be shown at the end of 
the meeting. He mentioned a new column in the newsletter 
about ST and 8 bit software. Dick wrote the article and 
encouraged all to start thier own column or write an article 
for the newsletter. 

Election of club officials will be held at the June 
meeting (Sunday, June 29). Nominations will be taken at the 
May meeting, which will be held on June 1 because of the 
Memorial Day weekend. 

Dave Stengel talked about the Disk of the Month. 

Volunteers were found to store the dubs TV's, and 
return the® for each meeting. 

Demo's were then shown of new Atari 8 bit game and 
productivity software by Gordy Landsman and Todd Burkey. 

The meeting was dismissed. 



"Say— -according to our home computer, we’re out of 
beer!" 


Ed. Note: Here's a little tidbit I found while digging 
through some older newsletters. 

The Moral 800 

Reprinted from JAC6, Jan. 1986 

Did you see the clip on CNN showing how a man in 
Georgia programmed his Atari BOO and modem to call the Jerry 
Falweil toll free fund collecting number every 30 seconds? 
The purpose of his madness was to prevent the MM from 
getting tax-free contributions, which the computerist 
contends is, itself, immoral. 

Southern Bell/AT&T traced the call and ordered a cease 
and desist based on harassement with threat of 
discontinuance of service. The TV reporter, a typical 
hallow-eyed beauty, said, "And what is so amazing is that 
Mr. Jones could use such sophisticated equipment in his own 
home to carry on such a tatic." Yawn. 
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WHEN YOU NEED A COMPUTER 
IN THE WORST WAY... Consider the 



Features: 


• CLAIRVOYANT Umt Interface 
e KICKSTAND OS. Disk 
o Interrupt-driven Multi-crashing 
capability 

e Pull /Plop-down menus 
e Multiple Storm Windows 
o Real-Time Pixels 
o Breakfast Serial Interface 
o Null Modem Port 
o MINNIE Interface 
o Variable Clock S p e e d: 

65 at vest 

ISO after a jog around 
the block 

o Bi-Directional Greyhound Bus 
o 99% EN1AC Compatible 
o Disk Breaks 

o Patented Rotating Bead Dual 

Outboard Quad-Density AS* 
Disk Drive 

o Automatic Read-Protection 
o Typogrphically Sensitive 
Keyboard 

o Programmable Function Key 
o Dvorak Mouae 


Bungled Software 


£ scar got— 1/2 I sou P du Jo* 
Snow Crab LelFf!'***"’* A 
Broiled Halibu t V 

MrfJufftt* 1 

Cest Boink Sou ffl*~ a 



• bvisicalc Database 

• Alfred E. Neuman Spreadsheet 

• Creative Bookkeeper 

• R u b b er Check Personal Finance 

Software 

• DORK 1, lit m and S us penders 

by INFOcon 

o WbeexinART Word Pmreesor with 
built-in hyphenator 


Benchmarks 

Erostosthencs Sieve: 2.3 hrs 

Bouncing Bali: 1.6 min 



Here’s what the experts had to say: 

*ItH be a sure-fire HT3T 

Larry Tribble, President, 

Mindset Corporation 

* Gotta be the most neatest, awesome, boee, tu- 
bular, trick p i e ce of machinery around today." 

Adam Osborne 

"A very powerful product; and at thoee prices. 
Amoeba wiD be around for a long time." 

Clive Sinclair 

"AH you need is grekt graphics!" . 

Mike * Suwelb, owner, 

"The Amoeba Store" 

(formerly The Spectra- Video Store") 
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XE - Practical Software 

by Dick Johnson 


ST 


This month we 

feature H.ABA Check Minder 

CU i w i iit 

rscnnel Accountant, 

two Checkbook programs. 

I've used 

Checkbook program 

(Text Wizard) for the past 

2 years 

d therefore consi 

der myself something of an 

expert. 


Check book programs definitely fall in the category of 
useful software. Net only does it help you balance your 
checkbook net enough td justify all that the keying of 
data, but its a data base of your checkbook. This allows 
you to search for that check that the gas company said 
they never got (and see if it cleared or not). At tax 
time it can product reports showing all your deductions 
and income if you deposit it before spending it. Budgets 
are usually a feature if your willing to spend the time 
tc set one up. If not they can still give you a good 
idea of where all that money is going. 

The biggest problem with checkbook and data base 
programs is all that keying. Check Minder has found a 
unique way of handing it. Since many of the checks you 
write are written to the same people and even for the 
same amount (loan payments, cable TV etc) Check Minder 
allows you to set up Reminders . This is a file of checks 
which can be marked for write check which will 
automatically add the check to ycu register and update 
the check date to the next month. Therefore often the 
only thing you have to type is the amount if it changed 
from the previous month. Personnel Accountant does the 
same type of function but only for 5 items and is 
designed only for automatic payment which you don’t write 
a check for. 

Habacheck has another nice feature in that the 
register is automatically arranged by number, date, name, 
category or cleared by the touch of a button. The 
default is check number but 1 prefer by date. 

Although the price of these two programs are about 
the same $80 the capabilities differ greatly. The Heme 
Accountant could be used to run a same business, handling 
up tc 5 different checkbooks, asset, liability, and 
expense accounts. Not to mention a Cash, account and all 
your credit cards. Reports can be generated a Bar, Line, 
or even analysis graphs. Reports include Budget vs 
Actual, Personal Balance Sheet, Income J Expense and 
Activity Reports. HabaCheck 7 s reports include Income 1 
Expense by Category, Average Cash Flew, Account Activity, 
and Transaction Summary. 

Habacheck contains no budget capabilities and 
although you can set up multiple checkbooks the reports 
generated will only reflect that one book destroying the 
usefulness of getting an overall picture of your 
finances. HabaCheck allows you to enter entries as 
checks, drafts, or deposits but has this unfortunate 
tendency of wanting to use the same number range for 
everything making it necessary to go back and correct 
check numbers. If your like me ycu use one range of 
checks for yourself and your spouse uses another. 


just can’t handle this as it insists or- using the highest 
check number when assigning the next number. 

The Home Accountant is actually more program than 
most people will need, but you don’t have to use all the 
features that are there, and can work into them later if 
you so decide. HabaCheck is extremely flexible but over 
p-iced for what it dees and has a few nagging problems 
yet but with a few enhancements it could make an 
excellent program. Personally I find Financial Wizard, 
which I use, is a good comperaise between these programs 
and cost about half as much. 


Notes from the Pres, by Dick Johnson 

The May meeting will be held June 1st this year so as not to 
interfere with the Memorial Day Weekend. 

At the last meeting I suggested that if we cannot generate so 
interest, as well as money, that we should merge with the SPACE 
group a growing group. This has encouraged some people to 
volunteer for positions as officers. If your interested in 
helping out please give me a call at 521-0245. It doesn’t have tc 
be as an officer, there are many small job (like folding 
newsletters, retyping articles for the newsletter or taking notes 
at the meeting) If more people helped just a little then we 
wouldn’t have so many burned out people after a year or two. 
Remember the work is light (even fun) if a lot of people are 
helping. 

Nominations for officers will be held a the next meeting and 
election in June. 

Ws also have a bumper crop of equipment (A 19" Color TV and 
a 48k 400 with keyboard) available for people who are willing to 
bring it or have it brought to each and every meeting. 

Atari reports that there XM301 300 baud modem ($50) is 
selling well and there are rumors that there is a 1200 baud in the 
works for $100 and perhaps a 2400 baud for $150. 

Atari has also released a new dot matrix the XMM801 which 
connects via the serial port and therefore J oes not require an 850 
interface. The XMM801 is epson compatible another good move, it 
looks as if Atari has finally learned that their not the whole 
computer world. 

Star Raiders II is due out soon along with Atari Planetarium, 
Miditrack III and the Enhanced Racing Handicapping Program Package 
tor all you racetrack fans. 

If ycu have Atari Wri ter Plus you might have a problem with 
you- dictionary disk between "bloomers” and "bubbles". Atari will 
send you a corrected disk but Wizard Works will fix your disk 
right now if you bring it in. 

Its starting to happen to us old 400 - SCO user. Were 
becoming obsolete. First it was programs needing 64k to run then 
IDS’ to make full use of them. Now it happening tc our old 
faithful 810 disk drives. Both "Silent Butler" and "Atari 
Planetarium" require 1050 disk drives. 


7 


o 



It's a fact that the LX-80 offers a combination of value 
and performance for all your business printing needs. 

• Prints 100 characters per second printhead 
speed; fast enough to turn out a typical busi- 
ness letter in under 50 seconds. 

• Dual mode operation for high speed 
drafts or typewriter-style copies. 

• Narrow carriage handles a wide 
range of small to medium- 
sized oopies. 

• SelecType for an array of 
typestyies. 

• One year warranty 



EPSON 


Wizard's 
Work a 

your home computer center 

Post Hast* Square. Countv Rd 18 & 36m A* No . 
New Hope (North Side of Bldg ) 

545-2136 
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Next TAIG Meeting 
Sunday, June 1 
NOTE DATE CHANGE 
TAIG 7:00 p.n. 

at St, Louis Park Rec Center 
5005 West 36th Street 
St. Louis Park, Mn. 



